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What is AFCAP?

AFCAP is an init iat ive to use research evidence to 
promote the development of sustainable, least -cost, 
all-weather, locally-owned access for poor rural 
communit ies 
AFCAP is a 5-year programme funded by the UK 
government , with a budget of £7.5 mill ion with same 
amount cont ributed by partner governments
AFCAP implementat ion started in June 2008
AFCAP develops research collaborat ion between a few 
African count ries (current ly Mozambique, Malawi, 
Tanzania, Kenya, Ethiopia) 
AFCAP funds research, knowledge-exchange and 
t raining



Progress to date
developed dialogues about research and collaborat ion 
with AFCAP in 11 count ries.
established nat ional ownership of AFCAP through 
AFCAP Nat ional Coordinators and AFCAP Nat ional 
Steering Groups in 5 count ries.
organised consultat ion processes on research priorit ies 
that will inform the AFCAP research agenda in 5 
countries. 
ident if ied signif icant demand for Community Access 
research in the participating countries.
Cont ributed to development of wider research focus in 
government act ivit y in Ethiopia  



Main Areas of Demand

Design standards for low volume roads
Use of marginal materials in road const ruct ion
Dealing with black cot ton soils and sand
Assessing proprietary chemical stabilisers 
Maintenance systems for low volume roads
Capacity development in local road const ruct ion 
indust ry
Improving accessibilit y in rural areas including 
transport services.
Bet ter understanding of the interact ions between rural 
access and other development agendas



Supporting research
Demonstration sites
Technical Monitoring
Design standards
Specifications




